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garments and show thee the breasts thou hast sucked ; though thy father cast himself down on the threshold; tread over him, and go forth with tearless eyes to the standard of the cross. In these things cruelty alone is true piety.' These things were committed to memory by young daughters of patrician houses. In 382 Jerome returned to Rome, and at once became the centre of the group on the Aventine. He directed them in the study of Hebrew and the Scriptures, and wrote them numbers of violent and not very refined letters, which represent the Roman community in a most uncomplimentary light. But the Church grew. Jerome may be regarded as the father of the finer art of proselytising, which is still so fruitfully cultivated at Rome ; such is the advantage of hourly intercourse with the gentler sex. Giving instructions to Laeta (ep. 107) on the education of her child, at a later date, he directs her to use her daughter in the task of converting her father, Albinus, an eminent patrician and pontiff: ' When she sees her grand-
